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Is GRAD Last Mile funding only for tuition? 

Nope! Grad Last Mile funds are intended to mitigate all unexpected financial hardships, which can 
include tuition. Some examples of unexpected financial hardships students face include medical 
bills, grocery assistance, transportation support, technological support, etc. Funds can be given for 
tuition if other financial aid avenues have been exhausted. 

Are all students at my school eligible to apply? 

Students must be on track academically to graduate in the next semester for 2-year colleges or in 
the next two semesters for 4-year colleges, they must have demonstrated financial need, and be a 
resident of Massachusetts. 

How quickly should students receive funding? 

We recommend school systems to review and distribute funds to students quickly, ideally within 7-
10 business days.  

What data should we collect and when do we need to share it by? 

Each college/university is responsible for tracking recipients and for reporting aggregate student 
outcomes and individual student success stories to TPI. This information should be reported back 
to TPI after each semester (for example, the Fall semester report should be submitted by January). 
We ask for consolidated interim data in the mid-year (December/January), and for more extensive 
student data at the end of the school year (June/July). To see what data TPI requests specifically, 
see the data tracking form available on the website.  

How do we get the word out about the GRAD Last Mile fund at our school? 

It is up to each school to determine the best way to publicize the fund. A few programs post the 
application on their website, but most receive referrals from advisors, teachers, and the financial 
aid office. The programs who put the application on the website reported a high number of 
applicants and a quicker use of the funds.  

What is the criteria for participating colleges and universities? 

Participating colleges and universities must be able to create an application process, disseminate 
information about the fund to their student body, asses financial need and respond to requests in a 
timely manner, share data twice a year with TPI, and identify a point person to be liaison with TPI.  

https://tpi.org/grad-last-mile-fund/
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